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our host, at the whispered suggestion of the Arch-
bishop, is about Crete. Before we have even had time
for an answer, the other Greeks present join in the
inquiry. They are all Turkish subjects, grown up and
fostered life-long under Turkish rule ; men on whom
difference of race and of religion has never entailed
a serious disability or burden ; on the contrary, it has
exempted them from many a load borne uncomplain-
ingly by their Mahometan fellow-countrymen. How-
ever, they do not avow, they proclaim by the very
terms of their inquiry, their entire and active sympathy
with the Cretans, that is, with rebels against their own
Government; and they go on rapidly (for the agility.
of the Greek tongue is marvellous) to boldly-expressed
hopes for the near arrival of the moment when -not only
Crete, but the whole Roumelian territory, with Con-
stantinople itself, shall belong to the Greeks. To the
accomplishment of which ends they, the Greeks, alone
and unaided, are fully equal. So runs the discourse.
However, the Europeans in general are much to be
blamed for not joining in a general crusade for the
destruction of the Turks and the restoration of the
Greeks to their capital. Meanwhile, Russian co-opera-
tion is spoken of as certain; indeed, the Russian
emperor is often entitled, c our Sovereign/ or 'the
Sovereign/ par excellence; though, after all, even he
is not to have Constantinople for the price of his co-
operative labours ; that belongs clearly to the Greeks
alone.

Very childish all this, and much out of harmony with
the reality of tilings, our readers may say. Possibly
so; but childish or inharmonious, such is ordinary
Greek talk, the current index of the * Eastern Christian'
Greek mind; and it is this we are now portraying. Let
us return to our seat by Dimitri.

Perhaps we venture on an opinion not wholly favour-